
Qalqiliya City

Upon walking among the closed shops and nearly desolate market in 
Qalqiliya,  two predominant realities, diametrically tied, strike one’s 
mind: the closure of Qalqiliya by the Israeli Apartheid Wall and the city’s 
experience during Al Nakba, the 1948 Catastrophe.  After Al Nakba, 
Qalqiliya, then a village within Tulkarm district, lost 40,000 dunums of 
land. The loss of nearly 80% of the community’s land resulted in the 
separation of hundreds of families; today seventy percent of Qalqiliya’s 
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residents are refugees who fled from neighboring areas in 1948.  Over the last five decades, 
Qalqiliya has grown into a main district center and the agricultural “bread basket” of 
the West Bank on its remaining 12,500 dunums of land.  The Israeli Apartheid Wall, 
which is confiscating over half of the city’s agricultural land, is a finalization of the Israeli 
government’s policy and practice of confiscating Palestinian land and forcing communities 
into displacement. 

Qalqiliya is home to approximately 41,600 residents and the district center for some 90,700 
people in 32 villages.  The entire district is agriculturally prosperous as it benefits from sitting 
atop the Western Aquifer, the second largest water resource in the region after the Jordan 
River.   The region is abundant with citrus, olive, and guava trees, vegetable cropland, 
and greenhouses.  Prior to the heightened Israeli closure during the Intifada, villagers were 
able to sell their produce in Qalqiliya’s market; the Wall has sealed off the city from such 
opportunities.

Sealing the City, Stealing the LandSealing the City Stealing the Land
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Three kilometers of the Apartheid Wall’s ominous stature was finished one year ago and 
over two and a half kilometers are quickly underway of solidifying.  The Wall cannot be 
mistaken for a “security fence”; it looms eight meters high with watchtowers every half 
kilometer where snipers peer down into the city’s life.  It encircles Qalqiliya, leaving one 
military checkpoint as the sole entrance and exit for the city while creeping up to fifty meters 
next to residents’ land and homes.  In the Qalqiliya district, the Wall cuts inward from the 
1967 Green Line up to 6 kilometers at points such as ‘Isla, Kafr Thulth, Jayyus, and Sinniriya, 
isolating and destroying over 50,000 dunums of the district’s land (see map).  This path 
effectively enables the Israeli government to illegally annex 6 settlements in this region.  In 
total the land and property of at least 20 communities are being isolated by the Wall and six 
of these villages will be completely trapped between the Wall and the Green Line, isolating 
residents from the West Bank without access to public services and the ability to visit family.  

The situation in Qalqiliya is dire. Of the city’s land, 6,000 dunums are residential while 
6,500 dunums are for agriculture.  The Wall is isolating over 3,750 dunums of Qalqiliya’s 
agricultural land, destroying another 2,200 dunums for its path and “buffer zone”; the land 
confiscated includes over 2,000 dunums of irrigated trees, 500 dunums of vegetables, 300 
dunums of olive trees, and 100 dunums of greenhouses.  The Wall is additionally isolating at 
least 9 groundwater wells from the city, while placing another 3 in the Wall’s “buffer zone”, 
rendering them vulnerable to demolition; an additional 22 wells in the entire district will also 
be lost. Israeli contractors have already uprooted almost 8,000 olive trees to clear way for 
the Wall.  This destruction and confiscation is directly affecting some 250 farmers who are 
loosing some or all of their land, their main source of income.  

Prior to the Intifada, agricultural production accounted for 22% of Qalqiliya’s economy and 
the city exported produce throughout the West Bank and to Gulf countries such as Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia.  Residents not dependant upon agriculture for their livelihoods, or whose 
families lost land after 1948, use to cross the Green Line for employment before the Intifada.  
However, the Wall and closure of the city now prevents 6,000 workers from the city, as 
well as an additional 13,000 workers from the district, from traveling over the Green Line to 
reach their employment.  The city’s closure also means that community members from the 
district are unable to reach Qalqiliya in order to purchase supplies which cannot be found 
in the villages; the lack of business has forced 600 of the city’s 1,800 shops to shut down.  
This has raised the number of families which are dependant upon their land, for agricultural 
production now accounts for 45% of the city’s economy.  The confiscation of more land and 
the increasing inability to market products over the last two years has made unemployment 
in Qalqiliya soar to 67% with the average family of five to seven members living on 60USD/
month.

The Market’s Closure and Livelihoods Losthe Market’s Closure and Livelihoods
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A major effect of the residents being deprived of their income sources and ability to sustain 
themselves has been the ability to receive health services.  In Qalqiliya, there is one hospital 
managed by UNRWA, the United Nation Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East, which provides services for registered refugees with UNRWA, about 70% 
of the city’s population, while the rest of the residents use to receive services from private 
clinics in Qalqiliya or Nablus. Dr. Fahmi Hashash, the director of the UNRWA Hospital, 
recounts that in the year 2000 approximately 350 non-refugees received services at the 
hospital, whereas in 2002 this number rose to 650 patients. Two central reasons contribute to 
the rise in treating non-refugees at the hospital; one is that the closures prevent people from 
traveling to outside services and, two, the rise in unemployment has rendered many unable 
to pay for services the previously received at private clinics.

The UNRWA Hospital has, however, still experienced a 40% decrease in regular treatment 
and checkups since September 2000.  This is due to the fact that registered refugees from 
the districts of Jenin, Nablus, and Tulkarem, who accounted for over half of all the hospital’s 
patients, are now unable to enter the city. Qalqiliya has the only UNRWA hospital in these 
three districts for refugees, all of whom are now prevented from receiving health care and 
medical treatment due to the closure of the city.  

The children in Qalqiliya have suffered educationally, socially, and psychologically from the 
building of the Apartheid Wall.  At the Al Shariqa Girls School, which has 764 students from 
the first to sixth grades, the Wall invades the school’s land by edging just 40 meters away 
from the building.  During the Wall’s construction, one teacher recalls that the Israeli military 
has repeatedly fired tear gas at people “too close” to the construction area and the toxic 
gases filtered into the school.  Two significant instances of this were in November 2000 when 
fourteen students had to go to the hospital to receive treatment, and again in December 2000 
when another twenty-three students and one teacher received treatment for tear gas.

The Al Shariqa Girl’s School has been forced to develop an “emergency schedule”, where 
classes begin an hour in advance so that students may return home earlier, in case the 
Israeli military imposes curfew over the city.  Over the last academic year over half of the 
school days were on “emergency schedule” and 45 of the 210 school days were completely 

Severing the Ability to Receive Health ServicesSevering the Ability to Receive Health Services
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closed throughout the city.  Afran Shanti, the Head Mistress of the 
Al Shariqa Girl’s School, states that the students have had a difficult 
time concentrating since the Wall was finished around the school.  
“The effects [of the Wall] are tremendous on the psychology of the 
students,” she explains, “the educational process has not been good 
because the girls see the Wall and think it is being built in order to 
close their city from all directions.”

Traveling for teachers and students has become extremely difficult 
since the Wall was built around Qalqiliya.  Qalqiliya is home to the 
majority of the district’s teachers who now face long waits coming 
to and from the city, often arriving hours late to the villages where 
checkpoints have also been established.  Most students attending Al 
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ernal Closure on the People’s SpiritsInternal Closure on the People’s Spiri

Najah National University in Nablus or Birzeit University by Ramallah have 
been forced to drop their programs because the Israeli military restricts all 
movement from the city.  

Many residents in Qalqiliya speak of an “internal closure” on 
their spirits as family and social relations are being severed by 
the Wall, which prohibits people from traveling in and out of the 
city.  Margarate Rai and Noha Nazal from the Palestinian Women’s 
Committees (PWC) explain that this effect is significantly distressing 
to Qalqiliya’s residents.  Mrs. Nazal described that it is practically 
impossible to visit family inside the city for women married outside 
of Qalqiliya, which causes “people to feel tired all of the time…we 
can’t even attend marriages or funerals [outside the city].”   Mrs. Rai 
elaborated that families inside Qalqiliya are under extreme stress 
because the economic situation renders parents unable to provide 
their children with food, money for school, or adequate health care.
Tension from this has heightened violence within the family, an issue 
the PWC is addressing with women in the community.  Furthermore, 
Mrs. Nazal and Mrs. Rai express that women are under incredible 
stress because it is difficult to help their children, who they say are 
becoming increasingly aggressive under the circumstances, deal with 
the closure of and assault on their lives. 

Aggression and violence has been mounting in Qalqiliya as the city’s 
residents are frequently subjected to undercover Israeli operations 
and assassinations.  These internationally-illegal assassinations have 
killed a number of “bystanders”.  One martyr from such operations 
was fourteen-year old Jihad Abdulaziz Nezal who looked outside his 
home when undercover military forces were arresting his neighbor, 
the military shot Jihad four times and killed him instantly.  This 
situation is why Faisel, one resident, says that comparing Qalqiliya 
to a prison underplays the situation.  Faisel stated that “While people 
can be killed in prison, life is more difficult here.  In prison I know 
my role, so I make my life according to this.  But here we don’t know 
what they [the Israeli military] are going to do.  We do not know what 
to expect.  This is very hard for the children who do not know how 
to behave, react, or deal with the situation…it is unknown what the 
future is, how do I adjust my life to this sort of prison?  I can learn the 
program, but the children cannot.” 
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The Wall around Qalqiliya has stolen the land which residents subsist upon, 
closed the market from where their income was derived, restricted health 
service and education opportunities, and severed social and family relations; 
this is life in the caged city of Qalqiliya.  Already 4,000 residents have been 
forced to move outside the city in search of employment and service, while 
another 2,000 heads of households have left their families in search for income 
to send home.  Qalqiliya reveals what other communities will face as the Wall 
continues to be fortified throughout the West Bank.  

Information based on interviews with Afran Shanti- Headmistress of Al Shariqa Girl’s 
School, Dr. Fahmi Hashash- Director of the Qalqiliya UNRWA Hospital, Ma’rouf 
Zahran- Qalqiliya Mayor, and Margarate Rai and Noha Nazal of the Palestinian 
Women’s Committees.  

Living in or Displacement from a Caged Cityiving in or Displacement from a Caged City

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



9796



Khalid Yousef Zeet from Qalqiliya

Each day, for the last four months, Khalid Yousef Zeet, 
a resident and farmer in Qalqiliya, has worked his last three 
dunums of land despite harassment from Israeli contractors 
and private security.  The activity of bulldozers destroying his 
land, less than one hundred meters away, takes place while he 
harvests and replants what is left of his crops.   Three dunums 
of cabbage is all Khalid was left with after November 2002 
when the Israeli military confiscated his other five dunums of 
cropland, bountiful with orange, lemon, guava, and olive trees, 
for the Wall.  Khalid recalls that, “Before the Intifada it was 
possible to come and sleep here [on his land], but now it is too 
upsetting.”

Along with his land, Khalid is losing access to a well which 
irrigates his land, both which is reachable and isolated.  There 
is an alternative well, which lies on the west side of the Wall, 
which up till now farmers have been able to access.  However, 
access depends upon the mood of soldiers and Israeli private 
“security” forces each day and before long the Wall will be 
completed here, rendering the land and well west vulnerable to 
confiscation.  As most farmers in Qalqiliya, Khalid is repeatedly 
threatened by the military to stop working his land, which has 
not been confiscated for the Wall.  Recounting the number of 
instances he was threatened, Khalid laughed, “Over a hundred!  
But they’ve only shot near me twice to leave.”

Olive trees were among the most valued of all his cropland 
confiscated for the Wall.  When construction of the Wall 
began, at the end of the olive season, Khalid and his neighbors 
watched the Israeli military uproot hundreds of olive trees, 
load them in a truck and haul them away.  When the farmers 
inquired about where their trees were being taken, the soldiers 
replied that is was “a security matter.”  Remembering the 
events, Khalid’s nephew Rzq stated, “Do you know what the 
olive trees mean to us…they mean everything.”

Khalid, who suffered from a heart attack one year ago, doesn’t 
foresee alternative income sources to support his five small 

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



children.  Khalid’s family used to ship 
produce to Nablus before the Intifada, but 
now the cost of shipping has become too 
much of a burden; the cost of sending one 
box to Nablus has almost tripled from one 
to 2.8 Israeli shekels.  Khalid explained that 
selling produce inside Qalqiliya is no longer 
viable since outside customers cannot enter 
the city and city residents are in need of 
produce because most families are involved 
in agriculture.

The loss of land, which is threatening 
Khalid’s ability to sustain his family, has 
brought many of Qalqiliya’s farmers 
together to support one another in “visiting” 
confiscated lands and harvesting remaining 
crops.  Together, farmers risk their safety and 
lives to travel to land which is being declared 
as a “closed military zone” in order to reap 
what benefits they can.  Two of Khalid’s 
neighbors share his feelings that the Wall is 
destroying everything- their land, the market, 
the ability to live, and their freedom. 

“Tomorrow we don’t know what we will be 
able to do,” Khalid grimly acknowledges, 
“We say that God will help us, that they will 
let us stay in our houses…for the last forty 
years this land has been worked by us. My 
Grandfather lost almost fifty dunums of land 
in 1948, now there are only three dunums 
left.”

“We say that God will help 

us, that they will let us stay 

in our houses…”
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Ad Dab’a, a village located southeast of Qalqiliya with a population 
of 250 living in 42 homes, is finding its residential area meters away 
from the Wall, placing the community in serious risk of demolitions and 
destruction; Ad Dab’a’s residential area is located within the Wall’s 30-
100 buffer zone, inside the area between the Wall and the Green Line. As 
is the case with all communities affected by the Wall, the community’s 
hardships and the accompanying siege of the past two years ensure that, 
in whatever which way, the community will find survival on their lands 
and in their homes impossible.  Joblessness, hunger, inaccessibility to 
land, water, education and medical care mean that the conditions for this 
community are wholly unbearable.

Israel began working on the Wall in Ad Dab’a on January 8, 2003. Just 
over one month later, on February 24, 2003 the Ad Dab’a municipality 
found 250 explosives on the village lands placed some 300 meters deep 
to be used for clearing the rocky landscape in the area to make way for 
the Apartheid Wall. The explosives were set in the ground at a time, now 

Ad Dab’a, Qalqiliya District
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an everyday reality, where the community was not allowed to access the lands and which 
the military declared a “closed military zone.” 

Fears were, following the experience of other explosives in near-by communities and in 
the past, that a number of homes in the community would be destroyed with the explosive 
impact. The ultimate decision of the fate of the community lied in the military, which ordered 
the contractors to set-off the explosives in phases, 300 kg every 2-3 days to reduce the 
impact, after repeated complaints by the community. Still, 15 of the community’s 42 homes 
were damaged, including the splitting of their roofs in addition to the damage the rocks 
caused when they exploded at the houses. 

The Wall is built on 250 confiscated dunums of Ad Dab’a land and totals in length some 
3,000 meters surrounding the entire community, isolating the village from its surroundings, 
from the rest of the West Bank, and from life itself.  The Wall, coming right to the edge of 
the residential area, is separating the village from 1,200 dunums of its land which will be 
located on the other side of the Wall. The olive trees that are cultivated in the lands located 
behind the Wall aren’t accessible to the owners and with the building of the Wall 2,000 
trees of different kinds (mostly olive trees) were uprooted.  The Wall splits the community 
as such that the residential area is in the zone between the Wall and the Green Line. Of 
the village’s 3,500 dunums, only 2,050 remain, included in which is the built-up area. 
Also, the settlement of Alfe Menashe is built on 125 dunums of Ad Dab’a lands, which was 
confiscated for the settlement created in the 1980s. 

Most of Ad Dab’a’s lands will be separated and confiscated from its owners because of the 
Wall. Particularly since the start of the Intifada and the Israeli closure and siege policy, the 
village lands became a basic, if not the only, source of survival for the community.  The 
Wall and the closure have left 80% of Ad Dab’a’s inhabitants with no income.  There are an 
estimated 40 farmers in Ad Dab’a who have lost their source of income because of the Wall, 

“Do not turn our 
villages into prisons”
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as the Wall closes off all paths leading to the farm land as well as the two main entrances 
connecting Ad Dab’a with nearby villages, thus preventing farmers from accessing their 
farmland and hindering them from marketing their produce to nearby villages. Inaccessibility 
to the farmlands depend on the moods of the soldiers guarding these areas.  One day they 
allow farmers to pass, the next day they don’t.

Ad Dab’a had two entrances, one from the east through an unpaved but open road towards 
Kafr Thulth and the other entrance from the west leading to Ras ‘Atiya and Habla.  The 
second entrance--the western one--was the most important, where students would go to 
school and where the communities economic base, provisions and services from Habla were 
accessed.  The Wall has totally cut these entrances.  

Amidst large-scale land confiscation and land razing, the contractors presented the farmers 
with a written agreement to sign in case they wanted their trees—their own trees!  The 
farmers refused to sign any paper written in Hebrew out of fear that they were signing 
an agreement to sell their lands.  Uprooted trees were either dumped in a large trench 
or dumped on the side of the road, in which case the farmers would then take back the 
surviving trees. In many instances, contractors and bulldozer drivers would steal the trees 
and sell them for a high price inside Israel, rumored at 3,000 Israeli shekels per tree, 
depending on age.  For the farmers, replanting their old tree--a treasure--is especially 
problematic since any damage incurred during the uprooting can affect the life expectancy 
and productivity of the tree. Ad Dab’a is rich with olive, almond, carob and citrus trees.

Some 85% of Ad Dab’a residents are not original Ad Dab’awiun (from Ad Dab’a) having 
moved from adjacent communities and built homes and lives within the community. On 
their Israeli ID, which they are forced to have and carry at all times, their place of origin 
and home is indicated as their original village, such as Kafr Thulth, Habla, or Tulkarm. The 
community immediately reacted to the building of the Wall by asking of the Israeli military 
(“Civil Administration”) to change their place of residence to where they live, Ad Dab’a, 
fearing that with Ad Dab’a’s location between the Wall and the Green Line, expulsion plans 
could be implemented in various ways. Such requests are being consistently refused, under 
the pretense that it is “too late” to prove that they are from Ad Dab’a. The military is applying 
the same rule to newborns, who, if their parents are not registered as from Ad Dab’a, will 
also not be denied place of residence within the as community.  With the majority of the 
community not registered as from Ad Dab’a, various pretenses may be used to rid the 
community of its residents. 

The consequences for the village to education and to freedom of movement in general are 
extreme. The Wall separates and isolates the community from area schools.  Ad Dab’a has 
only one school in which both boys and girls study until the 7th grade, then attending the 
Ras ‘Atiya school to study until the 10th grade and, lastly, attend the 11th and 12th grade 
in near-by Habla.  As of yet, students have been able to get to their schools whether in Ad 
Dab’a, Ras ‘Atiya and Habla, but not without extreme difficulty. As the structure of the Wall 
has not been completed, some mobility is still available. Attending school amidst closure and 
siege, large presence of soldiers at the school paths and bulldozers working on the Wall have 
been the norm for the children of Ad Dab’a and the surrounding communities.  Teachers are 
in no better condition as they have to use dirt roads to get to their schools in nearby villages, 
spending long hours to get to their work place while risking their lives in the process.  Once 
the Wall is completed, student and teacher alike is not expected to be able to go out of the 
village, included in which is attending school.
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Ad Dab’a has no artesian well or any source of water and people get their water from 
nearby artesian wells, belonging to adjacent communities.  When the Wall is built, all the 
roads through which the water tankers can travel will be closed thus making it difficult if 
not impossible for people to access water for their lands and livestock.  With the siege and 
no source or accessibility to water, the inhabitants might “chose” to leave, in fact not being 
given any other alternative.

Without diesel fuel being able to be brought for the community, there will be no electricity 
as the generator that works for a few hours every morning and night for the use of the whole 
community will no longer be able to operate.

There is no clinic or doctor in the village and no way for medical help from nearby villages 
to arrive to Ad Dab’a to provide the ill with medicine or any medical care, placing children 
and the elderly, pregnant women and others, in extreme high risk.

A demonstration that was held by international solidarity groups and the community on 
January 2003 was met with suppression by the Israeli military, which destroyed protest 
tents put up on village lands. Legal efforts on behalf of the residence were, as expected, 
overwhelmingly futile, and letters to various Palestinians parties and national offices have 
not been responded to. Though protests took place with the presence of internationals, the 
community knows well that demonstrating against the injustice will be met with a fatal 
clampdown by the Israeli military. 

As of yet, no one from Ad Dab’a has left the village, though many say it is because they have 
no other alternative but to become refugees. They question whether this will be, is some way, 
ultimately forced upon them.
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‘Abdallah Ibrahim Al ‘Araj from Ad Dab’a
On April 27, 2003, explosions from the Israeli military and contractors razing land and clearing 
way for the Apartheid Wall, shook and broke the windows of ‘Abdallah Ibrahim Al ‘Araj’s home.  
The Israeli military “offered” to “compensate” the family for the damage, but ‘Abdallah refused.
The Wall, which comes some sixty meters away from his home, is destroying and annexing all of 
‘Abdallah’s land, 35 dunums which are cultivated with olive trees and vegetables, which once 
sustained his family under increased Israeli military closures.
‘Abdallah is a 63 year old resident of Ad Dab’a who once crossed the 1967 Green Line for 
construction work prior to the Intifada.  Over the last two and a half years ‘Abdallah and his 
family have become more dependant upon their land since Israel’s policy of siege and closure 
prevents him from reaching work.  Produce from his crops were sold in Nablus, which brought 
back 200-300 Israel shekels in profits per day.  ‘Abdallah notes that the profits were sufficient 
to meet their basic needs, including health and education costs for his eight children, the eldest 
who studies at the Al Najah National University in Nablus and the younger seven who attend 
school in Ad Dab’a, Habla and Ras ‘Atiya.
In January 2003, the Israeli military confiscated all of ‘Abdallah’s land, 10 dunums have been 
razed to make way for the Wall and the other 25 dunums are isolated behind the Wall. He has 
attempted to find supplementary income by renting land in the village of Beita six kilometers 
away, but this has generated less than 100 shekels a day- if the military doesn’t impose curfew 
and he is able to travel.
Israeli imposed closure has also prevented ‘Abdallah, who is diagnosed with a heart condition 
and stomach problems, from traveling to receive health services during the last two years.
‘Abdallah explains that “health services are non-existent in the village now…when life was 
normal, before the Intifada, an emergency patient could be taken to Qalqiliya by an ambulance 
for 100 shekels.  Now people can’t afford to pay such a sum of money, and ambulances no 
longer come for emergencies because of checkpoints and the risks in defying curfew, and there is 
no guarantee that the hospital will be paid.” 
‘Abdallah’s family has experienced the horrifying events of the insidious military presence in 
Ad Dab’a.  A particular instance was when soldiers invaded his home, claiming that there was 
someone with a “weapon” on the roof.  The soldiers darted to the roof where ‘Abdallah’s eight 
year old daughter was playing; they had “mistaken” items she was playing with for “weapons”.
Before leaving, the soldiers violently gathered ‘Abdallah’s sons into one room and beat them 
before turning up side down each room in the house.
‘Abdallah shares a frustration with other community members suffering from the affects of the 
Wall: a lack of support from Palestinian governmental institutions.  While several international 
and local groups have visited his community, ‘Abdallah states that Palestinian Authority and its 
bodies have chosen to close their eyes on the community’s suffering. “None of them thought 
to support us, even if morally, through our hardship.  Therefore, I call upon all concerned sides 
to work for this case and to secure the possibility of farmers accessing their land.  No sort of 
compensation can bring to us what we have lost; yet I hope that the official parties will work 
more for our case and acknowledge it. We need to feel that we’re not alone and that we’re still 
part of the Palestinian people, that our lands have always stood as one.”

“We need to feel we are still part of 

the Palestinian people…”
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Habla is one of the few communities in the West Bank which relies entirely on domestic 
wells for water in both the summer in the winter; most villages switch to cisterns and water 
tankers, which are exceptionally costly, in the summer months.  However, this summer will 
be a struggle for the village’s 5,300 residents as the Wall, which coils 4 kilometers around the 
community, is stealing over half of their groundwater wells; threatening their ability to subsist.  
While draining the village of their life source, the Wall is also robbing Habla of nearly 4,000 
dunums of agricultural land.  These lands and seven wells will fall behind the Wall; effectively 
annexed to the settlement Alfe Menashe, less than one kilometer away, which has already 
stolen 150 dunums of Habla’s land.
Indication that Habla’s land would be seized for the Wall came in mid November 2002, 
when the Israeli military handed the Habla Municipality a confiscation order for lands on 
the western and southern parts of the village. Additional military orders were later issued 
to confiscate lands from the eastern and northern sides.  These orders, following military 
maps which show Habla as an island surrounded by the Wall, have effectively sealed the 
village.  At various points the Wall invades the village less than 10 meters away from the 
residential area.  If one wishes to travel to and from the confined village they must pass 
through a military checkpoint to the south by ‘Izbat Salman; this is the sole entrance/exit for 
Habla.  The Wall further traps the home and land of one family “outside” the village.  Their 
home and land are now threatened for demolition and razing, and they are isolated from the 
community’s life; the Personal Testimony of Lutfi Yusef Hasan Jaber explains this in full.
Prior to the construction of the Wall, Habla had approximately 12,500 dunums of land; 
this is after losing land in 1948 to the Israeli town Metan which edges the Green Line.  The 
confiscation of 4,000 dunums of agricultural land is depriving over 250 farmers of their land, 
income, and ability to subsist.  The footprint of the Wall has further devastated another 250 
dunums of land which where owned and worked by 116 farmers.  Destruction for the Wall 

Habla, Qalqiliya District
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has destroyed over 100 dunums of greenhouses, several branches of irrigation networks, and 
uprooted approximately 300 lemon and olive trees.  The losses for farmers whose lands have 
been razed and crushed under the Wall are irreversible and those with isolated land have 
a minimal chance of accessing their crops.  If a farmer needs to reach land isolated land by 
vehicle in order to transport produce, they drive 5-6 km outside and around Habla, and still 
there is no guarantee that one will be “permitted” by the military to reach their land after 
undertaking the journey.  
For a community of its size, Habla once had an abundance of water resources since it is 
located atop the Western Aquifer; it has nine groundwater wells, one well for drinking and the 
rest for irrigating cropland.  This resource enabled the village to be exceptionally productive 
in agriculture; over 85% of the residents are dependant upon agriculture in Habla.  However, 
seven of the village’s wells are now located behind the Wall and inaccessible and to residents 
for irrigating their land.  Three additional wells are currently threatened for demolition as they 
lie in the Wall’s “buffer zone.”  Already, people are unable to access them because the Israeli 
military continually imposes “security measures” to prevent residents from being in the Wall’s 
“buffer zone.”   To recount, this is eight of Habla’s nine wells.   
In February 2003, a military order was issued to “change” the path of the Wall; the “adjusted” 
path confiscated the Al Yasmina well, a central resource for the village’s agricultural land.  
This well alone irrigates over 300 dunums of Habla’s most fertile lands and 200 dunums of 
greenhouses, 70 of which were confiscated with this military order. The residents reasonably 
fear that the inability to irrigate their land will cause them to dry up, rendering them “unused” 
and “uncultivated” in Israeli discourse as a pretense for confiscation.
Due to Habla’s abundant water resources, which are entirely connected through a network, 
the Municipality has been able to provide residents with the cheapest domestic water rates 
in the West Bank, only 1.2 Israeli shekels per cubic meter.   However, residents worry that 
the water supply will be cut off completely as bills to the Israeli Electricity Company, the 
only source of electricity in the village, cannot be paid.  Unemployment, which has risen 
from 16% in 2000 to 75% in 2003, has caused over 600 families in Habla in fall into debt 
with the Israeli Electric Company.  Furthermore, the Municipality is in debt to the Israeli 
Electric Company by half a million shekels.  As unemployment and debts are rising, so is the 
likelihood that electricity and water will be cut off from the community.   
Two central reasons for Habla’s dramatic escalation in unemployment are the theft of land for 
the Wall and their inability to travel “outside” because they are sealed into a canton.  Habla’s 
location, situated adjacent to the Green Line and 1.5 km from Qalqiliya, previously enabled 
residents to maintain a market which was frequented by people throughout the district and 
travel to Israel for work.  Prior to the Intifada, approximately 1,200 women and men were 
employed in Israel.  The imposed closure over the community has paralyzed the market 
and deprived farmers and merchants from selling their goods, as well as prevented residents 
from reaching employment in Israel.  To date, less than 150, mostly women, are able to cross 
the Green Line, which involves traveling long and dangerous paths around the village and 
through land occupied by settlements.
Habla’s stolen resources, its fertile land and plentiful water and the life they provided 
residents, are an assault from and reality of Israeli expansionist plans.  It cannot be mistaken 
that the confiscation of key water resources and prime agricultural land from one village, less 
than one kilometer away from a blatantly expanding settlement, is not premeditated and does 
not hold more foreboding realities to come.

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



Lutfi Yusef Hasan Jaber 
(Abu Muhannad) from 

Habla

Abu Muhannad, a resident of Habla village, is a 
farmer who depends on his land and livestock 
to support his family of 11 individuals, most 
of who are children. The Wall around Habla 
isolates his home and land from the rest of 
the village, trapping his family in the area 
Israel looks to annex. Daily life for them is 
unbearably filled with military and armed 
patrols, bulldozers, and the uprooting of trees 
and razing of their lands. The family lives in 
constant fear for the fate of their land and their 
personal safety. 

Abu Muhannad recounts, “I was living safely 
and in prosperity before the Wall was built 
because I used to work on my land which is 
my only source of income and symbolizes my 
identity in this life.”

Now he is loosing his only source of income 
to the Wall, which has destroyed 8 of his 11 
dunums of cropland; the family bore witness 
to the uprooting of each and every tree from 
their yard and the window of their home.  Abu 
Muhannad’s home, built by his now deceased 
father, is under threat of demolition. In homage 
to his father, Abu Muhannad painted a large 
picture of his father holding the old Palestinian 
plow in his hand at the entrance of his house, 
emphasizing the inherent connection between 
the people, traditions, and the land.

Abu Muhannad’s existence on his land is an obstacle for Israel to control all of Habla’s land 
isolated west of the Wall. Fearing what may be his family’s fate, he has tried to pursue legal 
actions within the Israeli/Occupation courts by filing a complaint, through the Apartheid 
Wall Campaign’s attorney Fathi Shbeitah, to cease work on the Wall near his house.  The 
complaint was unequivocally rejected following seven negotiation sessions. 

A number of “offers” regarding the loss of his land have been presenting by an Israeli military 
officer, which included:

- Creating a gate through the Wall for passage which could not exceed four times daily and 
would require a renewable permit, or 
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- Evacuating the home and turning it into a warehouse for agricultural goods, limited to be 
open during the hours of 7:30 am till 4:30 in the afternoon, or

-  Paying for Abu Muhannad’s family to rent a new house in the village. 

- “Reimbursing” the family for their home and land at the extremely deflated price of 
27,000USD, which was calculated by a military appraiser. 

Abu Muhannad has stated clearly, “All measures and proposals that deprive me of my home, 
the home where I was brought up and lived in my entire life and where I have raised my 
children are definitely unacceptable. I love my land and my home and I cannot imagine 
living without them.  I am the rightful owner of this house. This land knows me and loves 
me, which is something my father had taught me and which I am now teaching my children.  
I am not an aggressor nor am I guilty for the court to reject my plea. I am not a salesman and I 
do not bargain on my rights.”

When Abu Muhannad refused all the suggestions presented to him by the military, the officer 
asked him, “What are your demands? What more do you want? You don’t know what is for 
your own good.” Abu Muhannad replied: “Leave my land and my house. Let me live my life 
the way I have always lived it.”

For the community of ‘Izbat Salman, with a population of 690, there is little doubt that the 
Wall is equal to the village’s premeditated demise-- of the lands, the people and a way of life. 
Of the community’s 4,800 dunums of land, the destruction and isolation of 4,000 dunums, 
highlights what, if any, future is awaiting the community. The community has consistently 
expressed that its spirit has been broken by the overpowering oppression and isolation of 
the Occupation and its military, exemplified in the daily encounter of military checkpoints, 
curfews, and the Wall. Amidst large-scale devastation taking place throughout Palestine, 
especially around the Wall, communities such as ‘Izbat Salman feel brutalized on the one 
hand and neglected from public officials and government bodies on the other, as much of the 
community has faced, since September 2002, a lone resistance against the Wall. Now that 
the Wall is near completion, the community looks to draw attention to the need for national 
coordination and mutual support, and to declare out loud what is the real face of the Wall. 

‘Izbat Salman, Qalqiliya District

 “I am not a salesman and I do 

not bargain on my rights.”

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



‘Izbat Salman, located 6 km southeast of Qalqiliya city, is just east of the Green Line and 
where, since the start of the Occupation, the majority of the community has depended upon 
Israel for work. Since the start of the Intifada, closures and siege, including the inability to 
reach jobs in Israel, has only increased the number of families dependant upon their lands for 
survival, which has reached 85%. 

The Wall winds its away around the community, at some points 200 meters away from 
homes, at others, 20 meters, and in a number of examples, the Wall is just a few meters from 
people’s doorsteps. Various homes have been damaged by the impact of the digging and 
explosions taking place near their home for the Wall.  

Knowledge of Israel’s plan to build a wall on their lands were heard throughout the village 
in early September, and where, just a few weeks later, on September 20, the first bulldozers 
arrived to destroy village lands to build the Wall, with no forewarning. As other communities 
know well, even such warnings and predetermined dates are insignificant as the fate of the 
lands remains the same. Demonstrations, protests and clashes between the people of the 
community and the military were deemed useless. The foundation for the Wall is currently 
being placed 4 kilometers around ‘Izbat Salman, completely encircling the community and 
leaving only one entrance/exit point. 
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Some weeks later, in October, were to be the bi-annual olive harvest season, of great 
significance to the community in the form of sustenance and sales, and as a national and 
communal event. With the Wall’s destruction, trees with un-ripened fruits were destroyed, 
the season lost, and the tons of olive oil the community depends on for the following two 
years vanished. This will now be the case for all seasons. Entire orchards were uprooted, 
forcing many to take loans to pay back other loans taken for agricultural purposes that were 
to be paid off after the harvest. 

For those whose lands have not been razed for the Wall, their lands have been isolated, and 
access to them has been extremely difficult. Crops have rotted as farmers have not been able 
to access the lands in time to pick the fruits. Limited access and the closing of roads have 
meant that cars and trucks cannot reach the lands to transport. The little that does succeed to 
be transported finally arrives to the market, if it can reach it, fully ripe and therefore sold at a 
cheap price.

The Wall is now the cause for the total collapse of the village economy.  Most of the 
community can no longer pay the electricity bills, which have come to an accumulated total 
of some 70,000 Israeli shekels for a community of some 100 families. Many families are 
unable to send their children to school as they cannot afford to purchase anything, such as 
stationary.  The educational system in the community is near collapse, where the teachers 
in the one co-educational school in ‘Izbat Salman cannot access the school from their 
neighboring villages and are absent some 50% of the scholastic year. 

The Wall itself was built on 400 confiscated dunums of ‘Izbat Salman’s lands, while isolating 
from the community 3,600 dunums of its lands. The agricultural use of the lands isolated 
behind the Wall are as distributed as follows:  2,000 dunums of olive trees, 300 dunums of 
citrus and fruits, 150 dunums of irrigated vegetables and 30 dunums of greenhouses. The 
Wall has destroyed essential resources in the community including the uprooting of more 
than 5,000 olive, almond and citrus trees and destruction of 15 dunums of greenhouses, 
2 agricultural shelters, a 120m³ tank and 2 cisterns, one of which was used for domestic use, 
such as drinking.  Over 1,000 meters of water pipes were additionally destroyed during the 
building of the Wall. ‘Izbat Salman will also have two groundwater wells isolated west of the 
Wall and one in the Wall’s buffer zone.  

Before the Wall came through their land, residents were able to travel an average of 150 
meters to reach their land.  Now residents travel 3 km to reach their land, when curfew is not 
imposed, and land is inaccessible by vehicle.  It is expected that, once the Wall is complete, 
all access will be denied to the isolated land.

‘Izbat Salman is surrounded by two settlements: Oranit is 200 meters to the south and Shaare 
Tikva to the east. ‘Izbat Salman is also witnessing the Israeli town of Nirit creep over the 
1967 Green Line directly west of the village.

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



Abdel Nasser Quzmar from ‘Izbat Salman

Abdel Nasser Mahmoud Quzmar of ‘Izbat Salman is the 32 year-old breadwinner of a family 
of six. Once a farmer with 27 dunums of cultivated lands of olive, citrus and vegetables, 
as well as greenhouses, he has lost almost everything due to the Wall surrounding his 
community.  Besides the dunums of his land that has been destroyed by the Israeli 
bulldozers, which he and his family witnessed, the lands isolated behind the Wall will be 
inaccessible. The destruction by the military of the area cisterns that provide the lands water 
means that, even if the lands are accessible, their water source has been destroyed, all but 
guaranteeing that the lands behind the Wall will be dried in a matter of months.

All the papers, documents, and evidence that Abdel Nasser collected to demonstrate his 
ownership of the land would not spare him and the community from the devastation. Like 
the rest of the community, he filed legal complaints through a law office that deals with 
a number of cases around the Wall. The clearest response he received was the arrival of 
bulldozers to his land.
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“I never imagined the day would come that I would be witness to a wall passing through 
the depths of my land.  In all of the Occupation’s forms, I never imagined I would helplessly 
watch as my land was destroyed,” states Abdel Nasser. At first, some 80 olive trees on 6 
dunums were destroyed as the family looked on.  “My family and I have memories with each 
and every one of these trees.”

The following day, hundreds of his orange and lemon trees were destroyed. “In that very 
spot, there was land cultivated with trees!! Could this be a dream? Oh, how I wish it was all a 
dream, only to be brought back into reality, again and again, with the sirens of the bulldozers 
that howl in my ears each morning and every night.”

To save his remaining crops and livelihood, Abdel Nasser was left with the unthinkable 
option of destroying his greenhouses, with his own hands, in order to take the fruits and 
vegetables, with a possibility of replanting some of them, “to dismantle these greenhouses 
with the same hands that set them up!!” 

Not long after, Abdel Nasser and the community were notified of the planned demolition 
of a cistern that irrigates lands of the community, and the isolation of an additional one that 
will “behind” the Wall. “I presented many complaints and protests to stop this order and my 
fellow villagers stood by me, defending and consoling me in my distress especially since 
they are in a similar situation.  We are all drinking from the same bitter cup.”  One day, the 
community woke up to find that the entire village was under strict curfew so that the cistern 
could be demolished.

“I couldn’t stay at home and went out amidst the warnings and crying voices of my children, 
pleading with me to come back. Everybody came to watch the incident that turned into 
a confrontation between the soldiers and myself, but it was in vain for they had demolished 
the cistern.  I sat amidst the ruins of my land, in my grief and pain, reproaching the times in 
which we are living and complaining to God for my helplessness.  I went back to my home 
and to my children, but without my heart.  I left a piece of my heart in the land.  I told my 
children that I am back but without the cistern.  There is nothing more to promise to my 
children. My only source of income was confiscated.  I had never before come home empty 
handed. So, what shall I do now when everything I have ever owned is either confiscated or 
destroyed?”

“I never imagined that I would 

helplessly watch as my land 

was destroyed…”

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



Barta’a ash Sharqiya, located in the Jenin District, is facing not one but two barriers on its 
land. The Wall itself, which is on the eastern outskirts of the community, has already brought 
the confiscation, isolation and destruction of lands.  Near the Green Line, on the other side of 
the community, it is expected that a fence will be put up to further separate the community, 
which was already divided in 1948, through the destruction of its commercial area which 
for the last ten years has been the source of economic survival for the community. The Wall 
itself is situated between .8 and 3.6 km from the Green Line, depending on the location near 
Barta’a. The community will be suffocated between the Green Line barriers, demolitions and 
checkpoints, and the massive Wall.  

Communities on the Green Line are being consistently targeted during Israel’s campaign to 
build the Apartheid Wall. In both the case of Barta’a, as well as in the more familiar case of 
Nazlat ‘Isa in the Tulkarm district (which received attention in February 2003 for the large-
scale demolitions in its commercial area. See the personal testimony of ‘Abbas Khaled ‘Ali 
Yusef) communities are in the area between the Wall and the Green Line, which will be de 
facto annexed and confiscated by Israel. In addition, these communities are cut in half by 
the Green Line border, with an eastern (West Bank) and western (Israel) part of the very same 
community, dividing families, friends, and other social relations. 

The people of Barta’a consider the building of the Apartheid Wall as a death sentence, 
depriving them of the right to live freely in their own homes and lands and of the means to 
sustain their families and their children.

The Wall

Barta’a ash Sharqiya is located in the northwest of the West Bank and it is the eastern side 
of the original town of Barta’a that was divided into an eastern and western part in 1948 
(see map below). The population of Barta’a ash Sharqiya is 3,404 and the total land area 
is 13,200 dunums all of which will be de facto annexed to Israel, being situated west of 
the Wall.  The length of the Wall around Barta’a ash Sharqiya is some 2 km, while as of 
April 2003 land had been confiscated, trees uprooted, the path of the Wall razed, and the 
foundation set. The width of the area of the Wall and buffers is some 100 meters, depending 
on the topography of the region. 

The Wall in Barta’a has resulted in the destruction of more than 100 dunums of agricultural 
land and the uprooting of more than 450 trees.  It is estimated that 10% of the total area of 
the village is either in the Wall’s path or east of the Wall, isolated from the community.

The entire eastern part of Barta’a is totally closed-off due to the Wall, thus turning it into 
cantons that will be surrounded from all sides: from the west by the Green Line, from the 
east by the Apartheid Wall and from the north by the four settlements of  Harmish, Rehan, 
Shaqed and Hinnanit. Most of the building for the Wall is completed, leaving a final step of 

Barta’a ash Sharqiya, Jenin Districtta’a ash Sharqiya Jenin District
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setting up a gate at the northeastern side of Barta’a, which is the road leading 
to the town of Ya’bad. This will be the only gateway in and out of Barta’a ash 
Sharqiya with the width of 20-30 meters.  Therefore, some 99% of Barta’a is 
sealed.

Barta’a has one water source for the entire community; there are no wells 
and the village depends on one spring located to the west by the Green 
Line between Barta’a ash Sharqiya and Barta’a al Gharbiya where a water 
network is connected.  Lately, a sewage pipe from the settlement of Katsir 
exploded causing the pollution of the community’s drinking water for three 
days forcing people to buy their water from tankers.

There is one medical center in Barta’a that is affiliated with the Palestinian 
Ministry of Health.  This center is headed by a nurse while doctors, 
coming from nearby villages, would make weekly to bi-weekly visits to 
the center. With the Wall, lack of access for doctors to the community, and 
the community to other medical centers and hospitals, has translated into 
virtually no access to health services. 

While the Green Line separates Barta’a ash Sharqiya from its western portion 
and from all areas inside the Green Line, the legitimate fear of the people of 
Barta’a ash Sharqiya is that the Wall will also separate them from the rest of 
the West Bank.  The community is already facing a humanitarian catastrophe 
in terms of food, health and work.

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



Divided Communities and the Green Line

Before the Intifada, Barta’a depended mostly on commerce due to the proximity of the village 
to the Green Line as well as for work inside Israel.  The commercial center is very much a 
product of the Oslo “Peace Process” both in its economic strength and in the fact that West 
Bank Palestinians, especially those close to Israel, functioned for Israel as a cheap market. 
Of course, Israelis can come to the areas but Palestinians, according to Israeli law, are not 
allowed in. 

Since the Intifada, closures and siege have been accompanied in this community with a 
checkpoint discouraging Palestinians from inside Israel from entering the area and supporting 
its survival or from others being able to access jobs inside Israel. The same can be seen in 
Nazlat ‘Isa, where entering the checkpoint to reach the commercial area, just meters from the 
checkpoints, takes hours. 

On December 13, 2002 the Planning and Construction Department accompanied by the 
Israeli Military handed out 25 orders to 17 citizens of Barta’a informing them that their shops 
and/or homes are to be demolished.  Israel issued orders of destruction against 82 Palestinian 
houses, stores, factories and workshops owned by Palestinian investors from different West 
Bank cities.

The expected impact on Barta’a will be severe such as the expulsion of 10 families from their 
homes and the loss of income for some 435 families, not including losses incurred and debt.  

Many merchants have invested in the Barta’a commercial area, including people from Jenin, 
which is located a few kilometers from Barta’a. With the difficult situation in Jenin, many 
attempted to salvage investments by moving them to the Barta’a commercial area. For these 
merchants both the Wall hinders there being able to reach their shops, and the planned 
destruction of the commercial center ensures the demise of their investment and their source 
of income.

Israel has refused to draw-up a planning scheme for the village, a village it is already illegally 
occupying, forcing people to build, on their own lands, without a license. In 1990, licensing 
was the pretense for 
the demolition of 7 
homes in the northern 
part of the village. 
Between 1992 and 
1995, Israel uprooted 
1,500 olive trees for 
the construction of 
bypass roads.

Section contributors: 
Information for the 
Barta’a case provided 
by the Land Research 

Center. 
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‘Abbas Khaled ‘Ali Yusef from Baqa ash Sharqiya

and Nazlat ‘Isa

‘Abbas Khaled ‘Ali Yusef is a tradesman from Baqa ash Sharqiya who has lost two shops 
since the construction of the Wall began and the targeting of the commercial areas along the 
Green Line. His first shop, a seed and nut toaster for wholesale and retail food provision, was 
located five meters from the Israeli military checkpoint separating Baqa ash Sharqiya and 
Nazlat ‘Isa; both villages will be isolated between the Wall and the 1967 Green Line.  On the 
night of November 3rd, 2001 ‘Abbas’s shop, located in Nazlat ‘Isa’s commercial area and in 
plain view of the checkpoint, along with eight others, was burned to the ground.  This caused 
‘Abbas to suffer a huge financial loss, 450,000 Israeli shekels, while nothing was revealed 
from the Israeli “investigation” of the incident.

After the burning of the first shop, ‘Abbas and his brothers rebuilt the shop and worked long 
hours and through all the holidays to try to compensate for the losses. Only months later, 
the military closed off the area with barbed wire and then demolished the shop. Again, 
‘Abbas lost his shop, goods and clientele. ‘Abbas moved to a different location within the 
commercial area and opened a third shop, which has recently received a demolition order, 
like the rest of what remains of the Nazlat ‘Isa commercial area. In February 2003, 63 shops 
in Nazlat ‘Isa’s commercial area were razed to the ground. ‘Abbas is among the remaining 
165 shops that are to be demolished.

‘Abbas and his family are refugees from Sindiyana near Haifa and a family of traders 
without land.  ‘Abbas states that the reality for many Palestinians who have experienced 
Israeli policies to relocate is that, “Every person has to go after his income.” ‘Abbas hopes 
to establish another business in Tulkarm where he and his brothers can continue to support 
their families.

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



The latest confiscation facing the village of Rafat is taking place for the 
construction of the Apartheid Wall, where 750 dunums have already 
been confiscated, 600 dunums of which has been de facto annexed 
and isolated from their owners. Rafat is one of a number of villages 
being severely affected by the construction of the northern portion of 
the Jerusalem Wall, which extends the length of some 7 kilometers from 
Rafat to Jaba’.

The village of Rafat is located on the northern edge of Jerusalem, 
approximately 2 km southwest of Ramallah city and is considered the 
natural border between Ramallah and Jerusalem. More than 2,000 
people live in Rafat.

Rafat, Jerusalem
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The first sign of the Wall in Rafat was in April 2002 with the digging of a ditch from Ofer 
Camp towards the village of Jaba’, east of Rafat. On August 15, 2002, an Israeli military order 
was issued calling for the construction of a so-called “security barrier” north of Jerusalem, 
using as pretense the Israeli emergency martial law of 1949, based on the all-purpose “Israeli 
security,” ensuring that no possibility for objection on the part of Palestinians would be 
accepted by the courts, or even the Israeli public. 
The actual construction of the Wall in Rafat began on August 22, 2002. Since then, the 
community has lost some 750 dunums, while the majority of the trees on those lands, about 
640 centuries-old olive trees, were uprooted during the Wall’s construction. As of April 2003, 
much of the razing for the Wall’s path is complete, and layers of fences with their buffers are 
up. About 2 km of the fence with its four components (road, electronic fence, buffer zone 
and “normal” fence) have been completed, starting from the Ofer Military Camp. The fence 
is 3 meters high, where video cameras will soon be placed to observe the area. The layers of 
fences, buffer zones and roads creep-up close to the village, in a number of instances in the 
backyard of residents’ homes. (See picture) 
Additional work around the buffer zones, and expected demolitions, has yet to take place. 
One house has already been demolished in Rafat for the Wall, with three more homes, all 
within the Wall’s 20-100 meter buffer zone, expected to be demolished. The economic 
impact due to the loss of agricultural land has severely worsened the already bad economic 
state in the community which, like the rest of the Occupied Territories, has been subjected to 
closures and siege. 
Since the start of the Intifada, an aggressive policy of confiscation of Rafat’s lands has been 
taking place, including 1,000 dunums located near the Ofer Military Camp which have 
been declared a closed military area. Such confiscation of Rafat lands is part of a chain that 
began in 1967. The original area of Rafat totaled some 4,583 dunums, owned by different 
residents of the village, while the built-up (residential) area has been over 329 dunums. 
During the 1967 Occupation, more than 800 dunums of Rafat’s lands were confiscated 
for the establishment of the Ofer Military Camp, located at the western portion of Rafat. In 
1994, 300 additional dunums, planted with olive trees, were confiscated for the construction 
of a bypass road which extends the length between Ramallah and Rafat. In 1996, for the 
construction of another bypass road linking the settlements of Givat Ze’ev with Atarot and 
extending to Jerusalem Road 60, additional lands were confiscated. 
Rafat is an integral part of Jerusalem, and with the construction of the Wall, is being 
forcefully separated from the city. The village is surrounded: from the west by Ofer Military 
Camp (which has now become a notorious prison/detention center holding over a thousand 
Palestinian political prisoners), from the north and west by the Wall and from the northwest 
by a bypass road. The only way out of the village is through the main road to Ramallah, 
northeast of Rafat. 
A local committee to defend the community’s families was formed, and which hired a lawyer 
to represent them in the Israeli/Occupation courts. They were unable to prevent the Wall 
from being built on their lands or having their lands confiscated. Life without mobility, 
employment, land, and constant military presence and surveillance means that life around 
the Wall is entering a new stage of agony.

Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



Aida Refugee Camp, with a population of 4,300, is situated in northern Bethlehem near 
Rachel’s Tomb. Though the extent to which the Wall and its accompanying bypass road 
will encircle the camp is not entirely known, part of the path is known, as is the fact that the 
Wall in this area will be an 8-10 meter-high monstrosity that will further entrap the refugee 
community. 
Aida, with an area of 600 square meters, suffers from severe overcrowding and hardship. 
Unemployment is currently at 85% due to the consistent sieges, military attacks, closure and 
curfew of the past 2½ years. There have been 12 martyrs (ages 14-42) while 50 have been 
seriously injured (paralysis/handicap). The camp has faced 200 days of curfews in the past 
2½ years. Door-to-door searches by the military are commonplace, one just having taken 
place on April 27, 2003. The nearby settlement Gilo is the base from where the military has 
attacked the camp several times with missiles. Five houses have been totally destroyed and 
more than 120 partially.
Aida is located 60 meters away from Rachel’s Tomb which has been turned into a fortified 
military base, with watchtower and sniper that overlook, among other areas, Aida Camp. 
From Aida, the tower can be seen from a distance, and the snipers pointing gun can be felt. 
The Tomb and its military have become regular scenes where stone throwing children are 
met with live bullets; in mid-April, 15 year old Tareq Abu Jado was shot dead by the military 
from the Rachel’s Tomb base.
According to the residents of the camp, a fence first appeared near the camp in April 2002 
during a large-scale military incursion into Bethlehem. The fence, located at the northern and 
southern sides of the camp, further isolated Bethlehem from Jerusalem, making entering the 
city from this point more difficult. 
In February 2003, the military handed out orders to seize lands around Rachel’s Tomb in 
order to construct the Wall, located just 3 meters from buildings in the camp. The orders 

Aida Refugee Camp, Bethlehem

Mohammad Mustafa, 20 years of age, and his 10-member family live in one of the three 
homes in Rafat which is threatened for demolition. While the home is the nearest one 
in the village to the Wall itself, the family has had 40 of its dunums confiscated for the 
construction of the Wall. Their home is about 20 meters from the Wall, which is located 
inside their garden. Their chicken farm, the main source of income for the family and 
which cost a life time savings of 40 thousand Israeli shekels ($US 9,000), was destroyed 
by the military for the Wall’s construction. Mohammad added that the military 
commander in their area informed them directly that if any form of demonstration 
or any kind of violence comes from their “area”, the family home will be demolished 
without any notice. The family is taking such threats seriously and knows that any form 
of disturbance from anywhere in their vicinity will render their home under threat. 
During the Wall’s construction, the family had been subjected to repeated house 
inspections and tear gassing.

119118



Case Studies: Community Hardships and Personal Testimonies 



clarified, along with a map of the area to be 
confiscated and annexed by the military, that 
three houses from Aida camp will be annexed 
behind the Wall in the new isolated zone. The 
Wall is just meters away from homes, totally 
suffocating their residents, while instilling 
additional fear that an eventual buffer zone 
may call for the demolition of these homes. A 
continuation of the bypass road is expected to 
be parallel to the Wall around the camp.
The fence that was constructed in 2002, 
adjacent to the camp, was a site for regular 
clashes with the camp children. With the 
construction of the Wall, a large portion of 
the camp will be encircled by military watch 
points.
UNRWA is the only service provider in the 
camp, including the distribution of food 
and the running of the school. The school 
is now riddled with bullet holes from being 
one of the first buildings attacked by shelling 
from Gilo at the start of the Intifada. Due 
to shelling and curfews, some 4 months of 
schooling have been lost in the past two and 
a half years.
The camp’s refugees were expelled in 1948 
from their homes and villages, most of which 
are from the Jerusalem District, such as the 
destroyed villages of Deir Natteef, Ras Abu 
Ammar, and Deryan. Aida is one of three 
refugee camps in Bethlehem, while another 
camp, Beit Jibrin, will also be situated near 
the Wall just across from Rachel’s Tomb.

Kareem Abu Ake, 36 years old, lives in the Aida Refugee Camp. A refugee from 
the Jerusalem District, Kareem sees the Wall as an attempt to repeat the expulsion 
of 1948. Kareem, who is unemployed, was dependant upon work within Israel to 
survive, like the majority of the camp. Once the Wall is built, it will be just 3 meters 
in front of his home. His home is surrounded on 3 sides by other houses, thus 
limited to just one side facing the outside/open air. The Wall will seal the last open 
portion of his home by closing it off like a jail. Kareem lives with his 6 brothers (all 
of whom are married) in the same house where some 35 people live. The house was 
severely damaged by the military shelling on the camp. Kareem emphasizes that, 
in any case, they will not leave their home for any other place beside their village. 
Kareem also stated that Aida Camp has paid a heavy price during the Intifada, and 
feels marginalized by the Palestinian Authority. 
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