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The challenge to Palestinian Institutions and Civil Society

In the fieldwork conducted, it was revealed that most of the public feel
that the Palestinian Authority and its institutions, and civil organizations 
are not forthcoming in confronting the ongoing displacement policy. 
There are no plans or work strategies whatsoever to provide the minimum 
requirements to break the isolation and support the steadfastness of the 
population of the isolated enclaves. On the contrary, many programs geared 
to the isolated areas have been halted due to the difficulty of accessing the
population centers. Instead the focus has been on areas around the isolated 
enclaves. Such a policy fails to tackle the Occupation’s approach, which 
is to push the population out of the isolated areas, into population centers 
where jobs and services have been developed. These plans go along with 
the Occupation’s policies which are intended to isolate and destroy these 
populations, and displace the population to nearby built up areas. It is the 
hope of the affected public that institutional policies will be reviewed in 
order to enhance steadfastness in the isolated villages. 
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The Position of the International Humanitarian Law
 regarding the Isolation of Palestinians 

as a Result of the Annexation Wall

By Attorney Nasser El Rayyes
Consultant, Al Haq

The Annexation Wall that the Israeli Occupation started to erect inside the 
West Bank since the middle of 2002 is a flagrant violation reaching to the
level of an ongoing crime affecting all aspects of the life of Palestinians. With 
the completion of the construction in certain areas, isolated enclaves were cre-
ated placing thousands of Palestinians under siege. They are allowed to exit 
only at certain times while “outsiders” are generally not allowed getting in, 
whether it is for humanitarian, social or health reasons.

Without delving into the details of the Israeli measures, whether within the 
enclaves or to the west of the Wall, the restrictions of movement and isolation 
of the Palestinians is in clear violation of the International Humanitarian Law 
and the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention concerning the protection of civil-
ians at war. The Convention, together with the other binding laws, such as the 
1907 Hague declarations and the 1977 annex of the first Geneva Declaration
concerning the protection of victims of armed international conflicts.

In this respect, the gross Israeli violations of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and other declarations of International Humanitarian Law through the crea-
tion of such enclaves in the OPT, can be highlighted through the following 
points:

• A clear violation of the text and context of Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention related to unjustifiable destruction of private or public property,
particularly lack of access to agricultural land, resulting in substantial damage.

• A clear violation of the text and content of Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention related to forceful collective or individual transfer of Palestinians.  
In order to avoid isolation or in search of livelihood, people felt compelled to 
move away from their isolated enclaves into other areas in the OPT.
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• A clear violation of Article 52 of the Fourth Geneva Convention with the 
deprivation of thousands of Palestinians from being able to work. Some of 
those lost their livelihood with the loss of land. Others became unable to have 
access to the workplace with the Occupation forces controlling strictly the exit 
and entry gates and times.

The International Humanitarian Law commits the occupying state not to ex-
propriate or damage, unjustifiably, private property. It clearly calls for the
avoidance of the forceful population transfer or placing civilians under dif-
ficult living conditions with the need to avoid degrading practices affecting
human dignity, causing physical or psychological injury.

Clearly, isolating civilians in enclaves and controlling their movement in an ar-
bitrary, humiliating manner while forcing them, directly or indirectly, to move 
out from their homes, is a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
It falls in the category of war crimes as stipulated in Article 147 of the Fourth 
Convention and Article 85 of the First Geneva Protocol that compliments the 
four Geneva Conventions.
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About MA’AN 

MA’AN Development Center is an independent Palestinian development and 
training institution established in Jerusalem in 1989 and registered by law as 
a non-profit organization. The main office is in Ramallah, with branches in
Gaza and Jenin. Its work is based on the necessity to create independent, 
self-reliant initiatives that lead to the development of human resources for 
sustainable development, incorporating values of self-sufficiency and self-
empowerment.

MISSION
MA’AN’s mission is to work towards sustainable human development in Pal-
estine by:
• Building the capacities of Palestinian NGOs, CBOs and grassroots organiza-
tions;
• Improving the food security situation of the poorest and most marginalized 
sectors of Palestinian society;
• Enhancing community development, particularly in the reduction of poverty 
in the rural and most disadvantaged areas;
• Protecting the Palestinian environment.
• Advocating for and educating the Palestinian community on its rights at the 
local, national and international level.
MA’AN’s main target groups are NGOs, CBOs, grassroots organizations, 
youth, women, farmers, entrepreneurs and agricultural engineers and exten-
sion workers.
Some public sector workers also benefit from part of our programs and
projects.

VISION
MA’AN Development Center seeks to be a leading and distinguished devel-
opmental and training organization through its professionalism, transparency 
and quality of services and programs. It aims to offer quick responses to the 
developmental needs of Palestinian society during and after the achievement 
of liberation.
Through the spirit of teamwork as well as the persistent work of its staff 
in building and developing Palestinian organizations and human resources, 
MA’AN seeks to be a leader in the development of Palestinian national so-
ciety and its infrastructure. Our diverse, accumulative experience and our 
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commitment to Palestinian development priorities, we seek to participate in 
building an active democratic civil society based on plurality, rule of law and 
social justice, in order to accomplish sustainable human development in a so-
ciety that is free of all types of violence, racism and abuse.

PROGRAMS 

MA’AN implements its mission through the following development programs:

• Our institutional building & human resources development program develops 
human resources through specialized training programs that enhance the compe-
tencies of Palestinian NGO staff and develop the systems and infrastructure of 
those organizations, activating coordination, cooperation and networking among 
them. It strives to develop their capacities, enabling them to fulfill their missions
and goals in order to contribute to building a civil and democratic Palestinian 
society based on political pluralism and respect of human rights.
• Our training program offers 33 kinds of modules that contribute to the devel-
opment of competencies related to areas and agriculture. MA’AN offers these 
opportunities through specific computer, Internet and English language training
courses.
• Our youth development and leadership program enhances Palestinian youth’s 
skills, which help create an environment suitable for active participation in so-
cial transformation.
• The women’s development program assists in the development of women’s 
abilities to be more active and professional in their jobs as well as builds the 
institutional structure of women centers.
• Our entrepreneurial development program offers specific groups, such as wom-
en and youth, to start their own enterprises using CEFE methodology.
• Our sustainable agriculture and rural development program coordinates train-
ing courses with and for farmers and agricultural engineers in the fields of sus-
tainable agriculture, organic farming, water and waste recycling and compost 
production and home gardening.
In order to protect and advance the Palestinian environmental and agricultural 
sector, the program also supports projects that aim to develop appropriate agri-
cultural infrastructure in rural areas through cistern construction and rehabilita-
tion and reclamation of land and greenhouses.
• Our food processing and quality control program includes 11 modules of train-
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ing in food processing within projects directed toward women, cooperatives 
and small enterprises.
Its focus is to contribute to the improvement of the food security situation at 
the family and community levels.
• Our advocacy and mobilization program provides information and publica-
tions that aim to reveal Israeli violations against the Palestinian people, es-
pecially in the environmental and agricultural fields, in order to educate the
community about their rights at the local, national and international level. The 
program also covers training courses to develop the skills of target groups in 
mobilizing, pressuring and enabling organizational activities that assist them 
in defending their rights and interests.
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 Palestine Grassroots
Anti-Aprtheid Wall Campaign

Palestinian resistance to the Apartheid Wall has faced the Occupation bulldoz-
ers on a daily basis over the last 4 years as the Occupation destroys Palestinian 
lands along the Wall’s path, enclosing the people into small and isolated ghet-
toes. 
On October 2nd 2002, just a few months after the first bulldozers started to de-
stroy the lands in Jenin district for the construction of the Wall, the Palestinian 
grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign was born. The Campaign work is 
based on the struggle of over 50 popular committees that mobilize and coordi-
nate resistance on local, national and international levels, supported by a wide 
coalition of Palestinian NGOs.
Since its inception the Campaign has been the main national grassroots body 
mobilizing and organizing resistance against the Apartheid Wall. Its immediate 
goals are to tear down the Wall and additionally, to achieve compensation for 
the population. They are firmly grounded in the context of the struggle against
Israeli colonization, apartheid and occupation and for Palestinian right of return 
and self-determination. None of the above demands can be compromised in the 
Campaign’s work.
In order to achieve these goals and to support the communities in their struggle 
to safeguard their lands, existence, and future, the Campaign: 
• Mobilizes and coordinates local and national resistance within the communi-
ties.
• Supports people’s steadfastness in their lands despite the devastating effects 
of the Wall. 
• Promotes common strategies of resistance to the Apartheid Wall among Pal-
estinian organizations, ensuring that all Palestinian institutions are engaged in 
the same goals within a unified national framework.
• Collects data, testimonies and information from the ground to produce up-to-
date documentation and publications to raise awareness among the Palestinian 
communities and institutions.
• Raises awareness on the international level about the implications of the Wall 
for the Palestinian people and struggle; and calls for the isolation of Apartheid 
Israel through comprehensive boycott, divestment and sanctions campaigns 
among international solidarity and civil society.
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• Links the Palestinian struggle against the Wall and Occupation to the world-
wide struggles against war, globalization, racism and colonization. 
For more see: www.stopthewall.org 

The National and International Week against the Apartheid Wall 
(9th to 16th of November)

The week was launched by the popular committees of the Anti-Apartheid 
Wall Campaign in June 2003 to focus resistance, international mobilization, 
and attention against the Apartheid Wall. 
In Palestine, the week has come to symbolize the people’s commitment to 
ongoing resistance as the only means to make the Wall fall. It creates the nec-
essary momentum to reinforce the national consensus against the Apartheid 
Wall and the Zionist project of ghettoization and expulsion. It reaffirms and
strengthens the grassroots determination to resist until liberation is achieved 
and the refugees can return.
Every year, people in some 30 countries all over the globe join in this action 
to show their support for the Palestinian struggle for liberation and justice, 
to raise awareness in their countries and to engage in active solidarity. Only 
an end to international complicity with the Occupation and the isolation of 
Apartheid Israel at all levels can ensure the necessary support to the Palestin-
ian people!



Palestinan Grassroots Anti Apartheid Wall Campaign
 

Office: Al Bajjeh Building, Ramallah
Mail: mobilize@stopthewall.org 
Website: www.stopthewall.org

Tel: +972-2-2971505

Fax: +972-2-2975123 
 

Mailing Address:

PENGON
PO Box 25220

Beit Hanina, Jerusalem
Palestine

MA’AN Development Center

Ramallah Office: Ramallah Chamber of Commerce Building 4th Floor
(opposite the Post Office)
P.O. Box 51352 or 51793

Jerusalem
Phone: +972 2 298-6796 / 298-6698

Fax: +972 2 295-0755
E-mail: maanc@palnet.com

Gaza Office: Gaza City Al-Hasham Building
3rd Floor (next to Qaser Al-Hakem)

P.O. Box 5165
Gaza City

Phone: +972 8 282-3712
Fax: +972 8 282-3712

E-mail: maanc-g@palnet.com
Website: http://www.maan-ctr.org

Ramallah-Palestine
P.O.Box:524  
Tel: 02 2980053 - Fax: 02 2959253

www.wattan.tv/safadDe
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