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Introduction:

The Zionist vision of Expansion

On June 3 2002, the Israeli cabinet headed 
by Ariel Sharon approved the final proposals
for the construction of an Apartheid Wall 
on Palestinian lands. The approval of the 
Wall facilitated the implementation of the 
Occupation’s unilateral “disengagement” 
plan, which began in February 2005. Under 
this plan, the Bantustans in the West Bank 
and Gaza were to be completed: a token 
number of illegal settlements were to be 
removed from areas including the Gaza 
Strip, while the Occupation consolidated its 
grip on the major illegal settlements in the 
West Bank, linked by Israeli-only roads and 
military training areas.

The Wall and “disengagement” plan were 
the culmination of 70 years of Zionist policy, 
articulated clearly by Vladimir Jabotinsky in 
1923:

“Zionist colonization, even the most 
restricted, must either be terminated 
or carried out in defiance of the will
of the native [Palestinian] population. 
Settlement can thus develop under the 
protection of a force that is not dependent 
on the local population, behind an Iron 
Wall which they will be powerless to 
break down. This is our policy towards 
the Arabs.”

“We turned out to be the 
21st century refugees 
with peoples’ life at stake. 
The issue is not security 
but rather the creation of 
an atmosphere for silent 
transfer, to create a situation 
where we ourselves reach 
the conclusion that our lives 
are unlivable. We will not 
live the Nakba twice… We 
are staying here, we are not 
leaving.” 

 Jamal Der’awi, Nu’man village

Palestinians expelled from their villages 
in 1948
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Over almost a century, Jabotinsky’s 
ideological vision of an ‘Iron Wall’ 
has been developed by the Zionist 
establishment into an elaborate 
project that is to enclose Palestinians 
in isolated ghettoes and to subject 
them to the control of Occupation 
forces; thereby enabling the 
expansion of Israeli settlements on 
Palestinian land, the containment 
of the ‘demographic threat’ posed 
by a growing Palestinian population 
and the suppression of Palestinian 
political will. This approach has been 
consistently reiterated in varying 
forms by Israeli Ministers up to the 
present day.

The war for the creation of Israel in 
1948 brought upon the Palestinian 
people the Nakba (catastrophe) 
during which the Israeli army and 
Zionist militias implemented a brutal 
ethnic cleansing policy, destroying 
some 530 villages and expelling 
750,000 Palestinians from their 
homes and land in order to establish 
Jewish majority and domination 
over Palestinian land. The armistice 
line, the “Green Line”, put 78% of 
Palestine under Israeli control. The 
1967 war and the occupation of the 
rest of Palestine placed an increased 
number of Palestinians under 
direct Israeli control, leading to an 
Israeli obsession with Palestinian 

“demography”, which leant urgency 
to the Zionist desire for the ethnic 
cleansing of the whole of Palestine. 
Jabotinsky’s disciples such as 
Menachem Begin, Moshe Dayan 
and others openly stated that they 
sought: 

“to create circumstances that 
would result in an organized 
wave of emigration to reverse 
the relative growth of the Arab 
minority and to get rid of the 
unwanted threatful elements” 

Land confiscation, wide-scale
colonization and house demolitions, 
already familiar to Palestinians 
remaining inside the Green Line, 
became the order of the day in 
the West Bank and Gaza. Those 
Palestinians who remained were 
to be militarily controlled by 
Occupation forces on a permanent 
basis. As Moshe Dayan told 
journalists in 1976: 

“I am not talking about a 
partition, but of finding a modus
vivendi with the IDF in control. 
It is not an ideal plan but it is 
one you can live with … This 
decision is important also so 
that we can activate settlement 
policies in the West Bank.”  
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of a Palestinians state, comprising 
a portion of the West Bank and the 
whole of Gaza. Over the course of the 
Oslo period, the Occupation set about 
establishing facts on the ground to 
outline the portions of the West Bank 
to be left to Palestinians as isolated 
ghettoes. From 2001 under Sharon’s 
leadership the Palestinian Bantustans 
and ghettoes became a fixture on the
ground: the Apartheid Wall was under 
construction.  

After decades of Palestinian resistance, 
increased international attention on 
Palestine made it diplomatically 
problematic for Occupation Ministers 
publicly to use the language of en 
masse ethnic cleansing. The rhetoric 
therefore had to change. Ariel Sharon 
articulated his solution to the problem 
in 1988: 

The Palestinian ghettoes that exist 
today have been built gradually since 
1948. As described by successive 
Israeli Ministers since that time, they 
serve a dual purpose:  to exert severe 
economic and social pressure on the 
Palestinian population in order to force 
them to leave; and to allow complete 
control of the Palestinian population 
who remain in order to facilitate the 
expansion of the Jewish settlements 
onto their confiscated land.

Following the 1994 Oslo accords 
Yitzhaq Rabin’s government raised 
the prospect that the Occupation 
could shift its policy to recognition 

“you cannot dump 
people in trucks 
and go far. I prefer 
to pursue a positive 
policy of creating 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
that will convince 
people to leave”.3 

 The Arabic word for cactus is sabar, the patient 
one. The sabar is a symbol of the steadfastness 
of the Palestinian people.
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In 2007, the policy is of ghettoization 
is almost complete. Six ghettoes 
have been shaped:

•  The Northern Ghetto - Jenin, 
Tulkarem, Qalqilya, Nablus. 

•  The Central Ghetto - Salfit and
Ramallah. 

•  The Southern Ghetto - Hebron 
and Bethlehem

•  The Jordan Valley 

•  The Gaza Strip 

•  Jerusalem

The ghettoes contain   27 enclaves 
surrounded by barbed wire, walls 
and control towers, with   266,442 
Palestinian residents. The physical 
restrictions, coupled with the 
Occupation’s control of the planning 
system mean that there is no possibility 
that these centers can expand to 
meet the needs of the Palestinian 
population. 

Between the ghettoes are walls, 
military outposts and roadblocks. 
Movement between the ghettoes is 
extremely difficult for Palestinians
and in many cases actually impossible, 
with deleterious effects on social 
relations, education and commercial 
activity. The restrictions are imposed in 
defiance of international conventions
and human rights. 

In spite of the ever-tightening 
restrictions, Palestinians have been 
steadfast in their resistance and 
their determination not to relinquish 
their rights and land. Palestinian 
national identity and struggle have 
endured decades of Israeli policies of 
fragmentation, culminating today in 
the Bantustanization of the West Bank 
and Gaza. Among Palestinians in the 
ghettos, across the Green Line and 
in the Diaspora the spirit of defiance
remains undimmed: ‘We will not live 
the Nakba twice’  is our message to 
the Occupation and the world. 

The Palestinian struggle 
is ongoing. 
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