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Between the Wall and Green 
Line

Isolation type 2: Villages and 
population centers squeezed 
between the Wall and the Green 
Line

“There was the case of a child suffering 
from fever. The gate was locked 
and the doctor not allowed entry to 
provide the injection. The only way 
was to do it through the wire fence by 
the gate”

Amjad Omar from ‘Azzoun ‘Atma 
village

This is the form of isolation imposed on 
all Palestinian villages and population 
centers to the west of the Wall and to 
the east of the Green Line. It includes 17 
localities in ten enclaves, impacting on 
8,557 persons. Access is only possible 
through gates with restricted opening 
hours and systematic search procedures. 
Occupation forces have developed 
a new way of life for these people: 
an existence under humiliating and 
oppressive measures, under the name of 
‘security measures’. 

The following restrictions are in force at 
the access points:

1. No person can enter these areas 
unless it is recorded in his I.D. 
that he or she resides in the area, 
and children under 16 must show 

Signs announce the following:

Welcome
-You are at a control point. Please read 
the following instructions to ensure a 
smooth crossing with no delay.
-It is forbidden to bring in material as 
announced by the Coordination Office.
-Prepare documents for inspection.
-You must remove coats and jumpers and 
stay only with inner clothing.
-Vehicle drivers must let passengers off 
to be checked on the pedestrian track and 
await car inspection.
-Anyone not abiding by the instructions 
will be forbidden to cross.
-We wish you a pleasant and safe stay. 

In the photograph (above), the people of 
Azzoun village have modified the lettering
of the Arabic word for ‘stay’, so that the 
sentence now reads, ‘We wish you a safe 
and pleasant death’. This may be one of 
most accurate expressions of the kind 
of life that the people are living in these 
areas, under the law by which everything 
is forbidden.



18

birth certificates. A system has
been developed under which non-
residents can obtain a special permit 
for a limited period of time. Such 
permits are complicated to acquire. 
For example it is necessary to 
produce documents demonstrating a 
connection to the village or evidence 
of the need to enter. Obtaining such 
a permit is almost impossible in 
most cases.

2. Ambulances, doctors, teachers, 
technicians, human rights NGOs 
and humanitarian groups such as the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) cannot enter these 
areas without previous coordination 
with Occupation authorities (DCO) 
or having a special permit.

3. Building, agricultural expansion 
or even maintenance activity is 
forbidden without a permit, which is 
almost impossible to obtain.

4. Humiliating control measures 
are strictly implemented causing 

serious delays to travel. Physical 
attacks, forced removal of 
clothing, confiscation of personal
belongings and sexual harassment 
are commonplace. 

5. Persons wishing to pass are 
restricted in the amount of food 
products they are allowed to bring 
across the access point. No more 
than three portions of a given item 
and no more than 3 kilograms of 
fruits or vegetables or wheat are 
permitted. Pesticides, medical and 
agricultural products are banned 
under security pretexts.

6. Gate opening hours are often not 
respected, and access points are 
frequently closed for arbitrary 
periods ranging between one hour 
and a full week, during which time 
residents are stranded. Permits can 
be denied or torn up on any pretext 
at the discretion of the Occupation 
forces stationed on the access 
point.

Dhahr Al Malih and Um Rihan 
gate: people must wait until the 
Occupation forces decide to let 
them through.
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Stripped of basic facilities

Most of the affected villages lack 
basic services and infrastructure and 
are dependent on nearby city centers 
for health, educational facilities and 
family ties. They are cut off from 
services and the isolation has a 
disastrous effect on social relations. 
It is impossible to build a life around 
the arbitrary restrictions of the gate 
opening hours, and the restrictions 
constitute a flagrant violation of the IV
Geneva Convention and other relevant 
principles of international law. 

The measures have had a severe im-
pact on the education system. Delays 
and closures lasting up to a week dis-
rupt studies. Students are deterred 
from attending schools and institu-
tions of higher education by the sys-
tematic humiliation at checkpoints and 
concern about the long-term effects of 
daily exposure to radiation from the 
scans involved in search procedures.

At the social level, families have 
become stranded. For example, if 
someone  lives in Qalqilya and wishes 
to visit a relative in ‘Azzoun ‘Atma, 
a special permit is needed even for 
emergency cases. 

Isolation results in massive social 
pressure on activities that require 
movement between areas, such as 
marriage. The net result of this pressure 
is severe psychological strain affecting 
the whole of Palestinian society.

Abu Shareb’s family, south of Jayyous, is 
completely isolated between the Green Line 
and the Wall. When the gate is closed, food 
has to be thrown over the razor wire.

The school in Ras Atiye is only a few meters 
away from the gate that separates it from the 
school children.
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Villages isolated between the Wall and the Green Line

Areas marked * are also subject to type 3 isolation, and are threatened with 
imminent demolition.

Northern ghetto

PopulationEnclaves, broken down by population centers
Jenin enclave

223Dhahr El Maleh, Jenin Governorate
385Um El Riham,  Jenin Governorate
225Khirbet Sheikh Sa’id,  Jenin Governorate
3707East Barta’a,  Jenin Governorate
382Thahr El Abed , Jenin Governorate
4922Total
1,727‘Azzoun ‘Atma,  Qalqilya Governorate

65Western Nazlet ‘Isa, Tulkarem Governorate
Dab’a / Ras Tira / Wad Rasha enclave

279Dab’a – Qalqilya Governorate
410Ras Tira – Qalqilya Governorate
180Wad Rasha
869Total
50North Arab Al Ramadin
200South Arab Al Ramadin
150‘Arab Abu Farda, Jenin Governorate*
105Khirbet Hamdoun, Jenin Governorate*
8088Total northern ghetto

Central ghetto

PopulationEnclaves, broken down by population centers
225Nebi Samuel, North of Jerusalem*

Southern ghetto

PopulationEnclaves, broken down by population centers
40Al Qubba, Bethlehem Governorate*
204Nu’man, Bethlehem Governorate*

8,557Total
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Personal Testimony: Haj Walid Abu 
Hijleh

Haj Walid Abu Hijleh is an octogenarian. He 
has witnessed the unfolding developments 
in Palestine since the time of the British 
mandate, and witnessed the start of the Zionist 
occupation and its ever-increasing expansion 
onto the Palestinian people and their land. 
From his perspective, over this period the 
Occupation has been driven by a consistent 
vision for the Palestinian population, 
although its methods have changed: the goal 
is to destroy Palestinian life and expel the 
people from their land.

Abu Hijleh lives with his family in Siniria to 
the south east of Qalqilya city. He was born 
in 1927 into a bourgeois family that owned 
hundreds of dunams of land, extending 
beyond the Green Line: land which was 
lost after the 1948 occupation. The ruins of 
the Abu Hijleh family houses are still there 
today.

Haj Walid Abu Hijleh and 
his son. For more than eighty 
years, he has witnessed 
the attacks of Zionism on 
Palestinian land.
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He says:

“Our lands extended from Beit Amin to 
Azzoun Atma [in the West Bank], to the 
‘triangle’: Jaljulia, Ras Il’in, Atira and 
Taybeh beyond the Green Line. This is an 
area of 4,000 dunams that used to be owned 
by Siniria and the Abu Hijleh family and we 
have houses there that were destroyed after 
the occupation. The ruins are now about 100 
meters to the West of Ras Il’in.”

Abu Hijleh explains that the families now living 
in the village of Azzoun Atma, used to live in 
Siniria: Azzoun Atma was just a part of their 
land. Farmers from Siniria started to move to 
areas closer to their agricultural land: first to Beit
Amin and then to Azzoun Atma where they built 
houses. Others remained in Siniria. The three 
villages were closely linked: travel between 
them was easy and social relations were strong. 
The residents of Azzoun Atma, Beit Amin and 
Siniria are one family. 

However, today Azzoun Atma is completely 
isolated inside the Wall. Landowners in Siniria 

Palestinians demonstrate at the 
gates of Ras Tireh.

Azzoun Atma is completely surrounded: the Occupation can close the 
gates at any time, cutting the village off from the rest of the world.
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and Beit Amin are now cut off from their 
lands isolated inside Azzoun Atma. What is 
worse is that families inside Azzoun Atma 
are completely cut off from their families 
outside. Abu Hijleh explains:

“Now, you know that we as Arabs 
and Muslims have traditions that you 
cannot just ignore. For example, I have 
a daughter living inside Azzoun Atma. If 
she became sick and I needed to visit her, 
it would not be easy for me to do so as I 
don’t have in my ID that I am a resident 
of Azzoun and I do not have a permit 
that allows me in. Three quarters of the 
families of Azzoun Atma have daughters 
living outside the village and there are 
many who live outside with daughters 
inside Azzoun Atma. Now, exchanging 
visits is very difficult. Many have their
fathers or parents inside Azzoun, while 
they themselves are living outside. If a 
father got sick or even died, it would 
not be possible for his son to visit him. 
Maybe, if he begged the whole world, 
he might be given permission to attend 
the funeral.”

The gate in the wall around Azzoun ‘Atma 
is open for holders of Azzoun Atma identity 
papers between 06.00 am and 10.00 pm.  
For those with permits who are not residents 
of the village – for example workers, those 
with lands in Azzoun, or maintenance 
workers – the gate is open only until 7.00 
p.m. Occupation forces manning the gate do 
not allow access during the night under any 
circumstances, even in emergency cases. 
Abu Hijleh describes one such case:

The people in Azzoun Atmeh fight for
their land and freedom.
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“A couple of years ago, a woman 
went into labor, and it was later 
than 10.00 p.m. Of course the 
gate was closed, and there were 
no doctors in Azzoun. They 
took her to the gate to go to the 
hospital. For more than an hour, 
her husband begged the soldiers 
to open the gate, but they refused. 
The woman delivered and the 
child died near the gate, with the 
soldiers adamant in their refusal 
to let her pass.”

Case Study – ‘Azzoun ‘Atma
‘Azzoun ‘Atma is to the south-west 
of Qalqilya city and has a population 
of 1,727. The land is shared with the 
residents of the nearby Siniria and Beit 
Amin communities. Azzoun Atma is 
one of the 1967 border villages and 
was one of the crossing points over the 
Green Line. The village is surrounded 
by settlements: Oranit, El Kana, 
Sha’arei Tikva’ ’Etz and Ephraim. At 
the start of 2003, bulldozers started to 
lay the path for the construction of the 
Apartheid Wall. The village is now 
completely encircled by the Wall.

The total area of Azzoun Atma is around 
7000 dunams. 80% of the population 
works in agriculture. The village 
is well known for its greenhouses, 
watered by five artesian wells. There
are two schools, one for boys and one 
for girls, which are shared with the 

nearby village of Beit Amin. Pupils 
from the latter village need special 
permits to have access and are subject 
to regular delays.

A visiting medical clinic operates 
twice a week, although the doctor in 
charge who has a permit to pass the 
gate is frequently denied entry on 
a variety of pretexts. Sick villagers 
sometimes need to receive healthcare 
outside the village.  The checkpoint 
has restricted opening times, which 
causes serious problems, particularly 
in emergency cases, such as the birth 
of child. To deal with this problem, 
when a pregnant woman is close to 
going into labor, she goes outside the 
village until she has given birth.
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Case Study: Eastern Barta’a
Barta’a is situated to the south west of 
Jenin. On May 7 2007, a woman from 
the village, Asma Abdullah, 25, had 
just gone through a Caesarian delivery 
at the Jenin hospital and was on her way 
home with her husband and newly-born 
child. Her husband explained to the 
soldiers that she had just undergone an 
operation. They told him that this was 
none of their business and that she must 
be subject to the usual procedures. She 
was forced to walk for half a kilometer, 
and following extensive searches by the 
soldiers, she fainted and fell down with 
her child.

Barta’a Sharqiya terminal controls Palestinian movement around the area.

On July 20 2004 Occupation bulldozers 
moved into Eastern Barta’a with hun-
dreds of troops and began demolishing 26 
factories and shops in the village’s com-
mercial area, destroying the livelihoods 
of hundreds of Palestinians.




