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In the picture: Suliman Hathaleen defying Israeli military in defense of his land and people.

An analysis of the escala ng forced displacement of
Pales nian communi es in the West Bank
since the genocide in Gaza.

‘\\_‘_N‘aﬂ\\eiﬂ Walil ca”’ﬂaig
W In

& puiall Juaith it Ao glal Accaddl Alasdl




VI,

VII.

WE
WILL
RETURN

The Rights of Return, Repara on, Res tu on, Compensa on and Non-
Repe on Remain The Key to Jus ce for the Pales nian people.

Content

. Introduc on
. Rapid and massive displacement

. Displacement in the West Bank before the Gaza genocide

Displacement in the West Bank during the Gaza genocide
Erasure as a strategy: Economic Devasta on, Gendered
Impact and Long-Term Consequences

Israel's Interna onal Crimes and Viola ons of

Interna onal Law

Private Sector Involvement in the Displacement

In memoriam:

03
08
15
21

26

30
48
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|. Introduc on

In this report we have detailed the expulsion of Pales nian communi es from Area C (in the illegally
occupied West Bank), especially the Bedouin communi es in the Jordan Valley and the South
Hebron Hills, since the start of the genocide in Gaza in October 2023. Based on desk research and
interviews in 59 communi es, we have analysed how the displacement has drama cally increased.
We also show that the means of forced displacement and transfer have qualita vely changed. Over
the decades of ongoing forced displacement, which started in the West Bank in 1967 with Israel’'s
occupa on of the territory, the laws Israel's military has imposed to advance coloniza on and
administer its apartheid regime have been the backbone of the policy. This changed especially since
October 2023. The systema c and brute violence of the state-sponsored se ler mili as has now
superseded the apartheid laws in their e ec veness. Pales nian communi es had developed a
strategy of delay and survival in the face of ongoing demoli on orders, evacua on orders, denial of
access to water, educa on, health care and restric ons of freedom of movement carried out by the
Israeli military.

Se ler violence in the West Bank began with the rst se lement or se ler colony being established
and is con nuing Israel’s policy from during the Nakba, when military and Zionist mili as worked
hand in hand to execute the rst mass expulsion of Pales nians from their homes and lands and
destroyed at least 530 Pales nian villages and towns. Yet, since the beginning of 2023, Israel has
been working relentlessly to further nance and arm the se ler popula on; integra ng se ler

mili as it uses as a paramilitary force into the state structure. This has been reinforced since the
start of the Israeli genocide in Gaza. The scale of the pogroms carried out by the se ler mili a,
supported by the Israeli military, are unprecedented in scale within the occupied West Bank. They
have proven far more e ec ve and Pales nian communi es are s |l struggling to nd ways of
resistance against this onslaught.

Communi es report losing homes, agricultural land, and livestock—key pillars of their economic
survival—while enduring harassment, brute violence and restricted access to essen al resources like
water and grazing lands. Tes monies illustrate the coordinated nature of these e orts, with se ler

mili as and regular military forces working in tandem to pressure communi es into abandoning their
lands. Gendered violence, par cularly targe ng women and children, and the systema c destruc on
of economic infrastructure deepen the psychological and material toll on displaced Pales nians. The
destruc on of property, assaults on individuals and restric ons on access to resources, especially
water, create intolerable living condi ons for Pales nian communi es. Displaced communi es face
fragmenta on, economic hardship and report being neglected by Pales nian and interna onal

ins tu ons.
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https://www.un.org/unispal/document/genocide-as-colonial-erasure-report-francesca-albanese-01oct24/
https://stopthewall.org/the-wall/
https://time.com/7176657/the-questions-israels-plans-for-north-gaza-endgame/
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/279/68/pdf/n2427968.pdf
https://www.badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/19/wp22-reparations-of-reparations-1618823911.pdf
https://www.state.gov/sanctions-on-israeli-entity-and-individual/
https://www.state.gov/announcement-of-further-measures-to-promote-peace-security-and-stability-in-the-west-bank/
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/deal-of-the-century-what-is-it-and-why-now/
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/11/far-right-israeli-minister-orders-preparations-for-west-bank-annexation
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/271/19/pdf/n2427119.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/271/19/pdf/n2427119.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCCeSPyiMw1/?img_index=4
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/business/bhr-in-challenging-contexts.pdf
https://opiniojuris.org/2024/03/11/a-forgotten-detail-the-right-of-return-was-a-condition-of-the-establishment-of-the-state-of-israel/
https://law4palestine.org/the-need-for-accountability-israel-must-be-expelled-from-the-united-nations/
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https://www.badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2022/10/31/survey2021-eng-1667209836.pdf



https://stopthewall.org/2023/11/27/israeli-apartheid-and-ethnic-cleansing-in-the-shadow-of-the-genocide-in-gaza/
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https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20231019_forcible_transfer_of_isolated_communities_and_families_in_area_c_under_the_cover_of_gaza_fighting
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Completely displaced communi es - North

Completely displaced communi es - Center
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Completely displaced communi es - South

Par ally displaced communi es - North
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Par ally displaced communi es - Center

Par ally displaced communi es - South
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Communi es under threat of displacement - North

Communi es under threat of displacement - South
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https://imeu.org/article/explainer-plan-dalet-the-ethnic-cleansing-of-palestine
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-nakba-ethnic-cleansing-explained-five-maps-charts
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/general-pages/view/3
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/home-slider/view/the-icj-ruled-that-israel-is-practicing-apartheid-against-palestinians-and-its-occupation-is-illegal-if-states-fail-to-end-complicity-impose-targeted-sanctions-they-relegate-international-law-to-oblivion/28
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAEEUOKpm9n/?img_index=2
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAEEUOKpm9n/?img_index=2
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/20931.html
https://stopthewall.org/the-wall/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-starts-construction-on-20-foot-high-fence-surrounding-gaza/
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https://stopthewall.org/resources/palestinian-towns-and-villages-between-isolation-and-expulsion/
https://stopthewall.org/resources/palestinian-towns-and-villages-between-isolation-and-expulsion/
https://richardfalk.org/2024/04/01/dahiya-doctrine-justifying-disproportionate-warfare-a-prelude-to-genocide/
https://richardfalk.org/2024/04/01/dahiya-doctrine-justifying-disproportionate-warfare-a-prelude-to-genocide/
https://stopthewall.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/periphery-final.pdf
https://stopthewall.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/periphery-final.pdf
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https://www.keremnavot.org/_files/ugd/a76eb4_9d3dee006d0e4decac505bf432bbd56e.pdf
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https://www.keremnavot.org/_files/ugd/a76eb4_9d3dee006d0e4decac505bf432bbd56e.pdf
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/knesset-passes-ben-gvir-law-cementing-ministers-expanded-powers-over-police/
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/10916
https://x.com/itamarbengvir/status/1713652635973144877?mx=2
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/10916
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https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2023/11/israel-palestine-war-settler-extremism-witness.html
https://palsolidarity.org/2023/10/colonial-repression-accelerates-in-jordan-valley/
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https://apnews.com/article/palestinians-israel-occupation-west-bank-smotrich-netanyahu-e262d0bca6a637d217852ea238ab45b2
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/05/23/world-bank-issues-new-update-on-the-palestinian-economy
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/war-propels-unemployment-close-80-cent-and-shrinks-gdp-835-cent-gaza-strip
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/05/23/world-bank-issues-new-update-on-the-palestinian-economy



https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/09/un-experts-warn-international-order-knifes-edge-urge-states-comply-icj-advisory
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https://www.icj-cij.org/case/186
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/PDF/2012/Legal_Memo_State_Responsibility_FINAL_16_07.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/genocide-as-colonial-erasure-report-francesca-albanese-01oct24/
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https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/ltd/n24/266/48/pdf/n2426648.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/279/68/pdf/n2427968.pdf
https://www.badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/19/wp22-reparations-of-reparations-1618823911.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-210170/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-210170/
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-01-en.pdf
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https://opiniojuris.org/2024/03/11/a-forgotten-detail-the-right-of-return-was-a-condition-of-the-establishment-of-the-state-of-israel/
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/178/178-20231115-wri-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/content/general-assembly-resolution-302
https://www.unrwa.org/content/general-assembly-resolution-302
https://www.unrwa.org/who-we-are
https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees
http://unrod.org/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/publications/core-legal-texts/rome-statute-international-criminal-court
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/A.77.356_210922.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/A.77.356_210922.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/20931.html
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4322796
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule156
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https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/PDF/2012/Legal_Memo_State_Responsibility_FINAL_16_07.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/PDF/2012/Legal_Memo_State_Responsibility_FINAL_16_07.pdf
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/09/un-experts-warn-international-order-knifes-edge-urge-states-comply-icj-advisory
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a79363-report-special-committee-investigate-israeli-practices-affecting
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/ltd/n24/266/48/pdf/n2426648.pdf
https://x.com/UN_News_Centre/status/1836426106896785428?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1836426106896785428%7Ctwgr%5E554769b888257041e77d6b7b804a80898e157ca7%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.un.org%2Fen%2Fstory%2F2024%2F09%2F1154496
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https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/271/19/pdf/n2427119.pdf
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https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/ltd/n24/266/48/pdf/n2426648.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a79363-report-special-committee-investigate-israeli-practices-affecting
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https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/nr005121.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/strategy-policy/consolidated-eligibility-and-registration-instructions
https://badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/20/unrwa-crisis-determination-of-principles-and-proposal-of-a-palestinian-strategic-plan-badil-sep-2018-eng-1618907779.pdf
http://unrod.org/
https://www.icj-cij.org/index.php/node/204160
https://www.icj-cij.org/index.php/node/204160
https://globalsouthforpalestine.org/about/home-2/
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/updates/view/sanctions-now-palestinian-civil-society-demands-immediate-international-compliance-with-the-icj-findings-on-israels-unlawful-occupation/29
https://bdsmovement.net/news/global-civil-society-calls-for-un-general-assembly-investigate-israeli-apartheid
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:205:0009:0011:EN:PDF
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/updates/view/palestinian-civil-society-recommendations-for-a-un-mechanism-to-end-and-punish-israels-apartheid/31
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/11096
https://bdsmovement.net/news/bds-corporate-complicity-criteria
https://www.somo.nl/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Obligations-of-Third-States-and-Corporations-to-Prevent-and-Punish-Genocide-in-Gaza-3.pdf
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/business/bhr-in-challenging-contexts.pdf
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/31/36
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/regular-sessions/session31/database-hrc3136
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https://bdsmovement.net/news/global-civil-society-calls-for-un-general-assembly-investigate-israeli-apartheid
https://bdsmovement.net/news/global-civil-society-calls-for-un-general-assembly-investigate-israeli-apartheid
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/updates/view/sanctions-now-palestinian-civil-society-demands-immediate-international-compliance-with-the-icj-findings-on-israels-unlawful-occupation/29
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/updates/view/sanctions-now-palestinian-civil-society-demands-immediate-international-compliance-with-the-icj-findings-on-israels-unlawful-occupation/29
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/updates/view/sanctions-now-palestinian-civil-society-demands-immediate-international-compliance-with-the-icj-findings-on-israels-unlawful-occupation/29
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2022/12/22/israeli-apartheid-web-final-1-page-view-1671712165.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2022/12/22/israeli-apartheid-web-final-1-page-view-1671712165.pdf
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/updates/view/palestinian-civil-society-recommendations-for-a-un-mechanism-to-end-and-punish-israels-apartheid/31
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/updates/view/palestinian-civil-society-recommendations-for-a-un-mechanism-to-end-and-punish-israels-apartheid/31
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAEEUOKpm9n/?img_index=2
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/home-slider/view/the-icj-ruled-that-israel-is-practicing-apartheid-against-palestinians-and-its-occupation-is-illegal-if-states-fail-to-end-complicity-impose-targeted-sanctions-they-relegate-international-law-to-oblivion/28
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/home-slider/view/the-icj-ruled-that-israel-is-practicing-apartheid-against-palestinians-and-its-occupation-is-illegal-if-states-fail-to-end-complicity-impose-targeted-sanctions-they-relegate-international-law-to-oblivion/28
https://antiapartheidmovement.net/en/home-slider/view/the-icj-ruled-that-israel-is-practicing-apartheid-against-palestinians-and-its-occupation-is-illegal-if-states-fail-to-end-complicity-impose-targeted-sanctions-they-relegate-international-law-to-oblivion/28
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https://bdsmovement.net/news/bds-corporate-complicity-criteria
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/271/19/pdf/n2427119.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/genocide-as-colonial-erasure-report-francesca-albanese-01oct24/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/genocide-as-colonial-erasure-report-francesca-albanese-01oct24/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiopt/2024-10-18-COI-position-paper_co-israel.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiopt/2024-10-18-COI-position-paper_co-israel.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/PDF/2012/Legal_Memo_State_Responsibility_FINAL_16_07.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/alhaq_files/images/stories/PDF/2012/Legal_Memo_State_Responsibility_FINAL_16_07.pdf
https://badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/20/unrwa-crisis-determination-of-principles-and-proposal-of-a-palestinian-strategic-plan-badil-sep-2018-eng-1618907779.pdf
https://badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/20/unrwa-crisis-determination-of-principles-and-proposal-of-a-palestinian-strategic-plan-badil-sep-2018-eng-1618907779.pdf
https://www.badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/19/wp22-reparations-of-reparations-1618823911.pdf
https://www.badil.org/cached_uploads/view/2021/04/19/wp22-reparations-of-reparations-1618823911.pdf
https://stopthewall.org/resources/palestinian-towns-and-villages-between-isolation-and-expulsion/
https://stopthewall.org/resources/palestinian-towns-and-villages-between-isolation-and-expulsion/
https://stopthewall.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/periphery-final.pdf
https://stopthewall.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/periphery-final.pdf
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https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-01-en.pdf
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The Rights of Return, Repara on, Res tu on, Compensa on and Non-Repe on
Pales nian Grassroots An -Apartheid Wall Campaign - Stop the Wall



